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On June 17-22, government representatives and members of the Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity (URNG) participated in peace talks in Cuernavaca, Mexico. The talks were
mediated by Msgr. Rodolfo Quezada Toruno, head of the National Reconciliation Commission.
Members of the government delegation included Interior Minister Fernando Hurtado, presidential
adviser Manuel Conde, Development Minister Manolo Bendfeltd and five high-ranking
military officers. The rebels were represented by commanders of the three guerrilla armies
and a representative of the Guatemalan Labor Party. At mid-week both government and rebel
representatives made statements to the press expressing optimism concerning the outcome of the
talks. Quezada Toruno told reporters that while no accords were reached, "we have found the way
to do so at the next round of talks" scheduled for early July. He added, "Despite their ideological
differences, they maintained a cordial mood during the meeting, which is a good omen for the
future of peace." Rebel representative Carlos Gonzalez agreed that both sides displayed "a positive
attitude" and showed "the political will to forge ahead seriously in the peace process." Quezada
Toruno said democratization had been discussed "on a conceptual basis totally and thoroughly,"
and that the subject of human rights was postponed for future debate. (Basic data from AP, 06/15/91;
Notimex, 06/18/91; AFP, 06/16/91, 06/17/91, 06/22/91)
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